
  

Viewing suggestions
● Set your pdf Viewer to  full 

screen and presentation modes 
if your pdf viewer allows.

● Use arrow keys to advance and 
reverse slides or scroll down

● Tablets, Phones,
Swipe screen to scroll



  

Painting 
Plein Air

Making art 
outdoors

A guide for artists new to painting plein air.
Presentation and “Plain Air” idea drawings by Dick Zunkel



  

Things you need, the basics
For you:

•Sun protection
•Eye protection
•Insect repellent
•Environmental protection.
 (cold, wind, rain, etc.)

Materials:
•Media,(paint,brushes, etc.)
•Portable chair
•Easel or small table
•Smart phone or camera
•A good attitude.



  

Avoid SNOW BLINDNESS
(Especially watercolorists)

● Don't sit or stand in full sun.
● Find shade or use an umbrella..
● Wear neutral gray sunglasses. 

Leave the rose colored
glasses at home.

● Stop and look around often. 
● Squint to check values.



  

Selecting a paint site

● New to plein air? Start in 
your own back yard. The 
Grand Canyon can wait.

● Choose a comfortable 
place. You will be there over 
an hour. 

● Avoid trespassing.        
Artists are not always 
welcome.

● Note the light source



  



  

Before you paint...

• Look at everything from different angles.
• Select important elements, disregard others.
● Make a preliminary value sketch. (Shapes, 

lights, darks)
● Decide where you place your darkest darks 

and lightest lights. They should be 
adjacent.



  

The value of a value sketch



  

Walls lack 
contrast



  

The five step system 

1: Glaring white
2: Light gray
3: Medium gray (amateur zone)
4: Dark gray
5: Black

Use the full spectrum of values.
Avoid making everything level 3.



  

Value sketch 
(simulated)

The facing wall is 
slightly darker 
than the adjacent.



  

Values in practice



  

Moody Shocking

Pop Muted

Colors have value too...

Plan
your

Painting!



  

You're almost ready!

• Choose your focal point (Only one, please.)
• 25-75 Percent rule: 
• 25% of your painting is important.        
• 75% percent supports the 25%
● Move objects around for best composition.



  

Look for contrast opportunities. 



  

Ready to paint?

Never fear a blank canvas!



  

Paint small
You can paint big later.

Sketch book painting Plein-air 6” x 9” 



  Studio painting, 10” x 14”



  

•Scale adjusted to emphasize old car
•Focal point: Car grille and headlights
•25%-old car and wagon wheel
•75%-just shapes and muted color
•Textured wall, sparse green with red glaze
•White panel & windows, harmonious shapes
•Green cactus 10% accent color

Design your painting!



  

•Vignette style
•Forced perspective
•Rich wood color
•Reflections in windows
•Shadow across window
•Enlarged graphic 
(post office sign)

Be creative!



  

Take out distracting details.

Plein air version
9” x 12”



  Studio version, 22” x 30”



  
Select an interesting subject, sketch, photograph.



  Take it to your studio and make it interesting.



  Focus!



  

Sketch and paint during travel.



  

● Travel light
● Check airline restrictions
● Studio materials don't 

travel well
● Carry only what you need.

● Sketch book
● Compact paint set
● One or two brushes
● Inking device or palette 

knife
● Digital camera (smart 

phone)
● Protective hat and 

clothing



  

Pen and ink technique with watercolor wash, 
fast and easy.



  

Design your own color 
scheme; make it interesting.



  
Waterproof ink with watercolor wash



  Water soluble ink sketch with watercolor wash



  

Take something big and make it small.

Detail a few objects, the rest are just shapes.



  
Take something small and make it big.



  

Tips for plein air painters… 

•  You have an artistic 
license,,, use it freely.

• The view is just a guide. 
Paint what's  interesting.

• You are in charge of the 
subject, not vice versa.

• Put some drama in your 
painting. People, clouds...

• Sketch less, paint more. 
Try “No Sketch” painting.



  

Don't be self conscious



  

People are 
usually 
interested in 
your art and 
supportive.

But there are 
exceptions...



  



  

You are an artist. Get out there and paint!



  

Don't worry, the art fairy will come in the 
night to improve your painting!



  

Thank you for looking!

Copyright © 2021 Dick Zunkel and South Bay Artists Cooperative 

http://www.southbayartists.com/

http://www.southbayartists.com/
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